
 

 

Happy New Year 

Welcome to our first meeting of 2013 I hope you had a great Christmas and New Year. Let us hope that 2013 brings 

some cheer and no more rain, please.  The weather for 2012 certainly put the dampers on anything to do with our 

garden railways, delaying essential and routine maintenance and in some cases forcing cancellation of a garden 

meeting.  As a club we are certainly fortunate that we have a first class layout and venue for our monthly meeting 

which allows us to play trains all year round in spite of the weather, a number of Area Groups are not so fortunate 

and have to rely on members own garden railways for their meetings.  Having said that we could do with some of our 

own garden meetings, at present we have a couple of members who open their line for a meeting.  It would be a 

bonus if more members could be persuaded to put on a meeting during July or August, just let me know and I will 

make sure it goes into Smokebox. 

 

There is just one thorny issue which I need to raise, Brian touched on it briefly in his Ramblings, club subscriptions.  

As you will remember we held the cost of subs at the 2011/2012 level, this is in spite of an increase in the cost of 

hiring the Hall.  The reason we set the subscription at a certain level is to cover the cost of hiring the Hall. This 

approach works very well providing we maintain a certain level of membership and everyone pays their dues.  

Unfortunately, Tony tells me that we have a number of members who have not paid up for this year, of that number I 

know there are members who intend to pay-up but have not been to a recent meeting, there are however some 

members whose intentions are not clear.  If you are one of the few who have not paid yet please see Tony or myself 

so that you can continue to enjoy the benefits that the membership of the BAGs group brings, if you can’t make it to 

a meeting you can now pay by bank transfer, please contact Tony for the details. 

 

Steam in Beds Review 

 

Our show “Steam in Beds” is now a well established event in the 16mm calendar attracting 16mm members from 

areas far beyond the 3 Counties of Herts, Beds and Bucks.  Unfortunately the number of visitors we had were down 

on last year’s which in turn means that our income from the show was down.  We do rely on the income from SIB to 

cover the administrative costs of the Group which include Layout Insurance our affiliations to the Southern Federation 

and the Chiltern Model Railway Association both of which bring certain benefits to the club in terms of keeping 

abreast of current Legislation, Boiler Testing and Technical Support. 

 

In spite of the numbers being down I think we put on a great show again and I should thank everyone who helped 

out with organising and running of the show.  Special mention to Jim Elliott, John Kitchenman, Martin Shrubsole Jim 

stepped in to manage the ticket sales, John oversaw the modelling competition and Martin once again ran the 

members sales.  Of course it would not be Steam in Beds without our bacon butties and we have to thank Sheila and 

Larry Cheeseman for them this year, indeed our grateful thanks should go to all the Ladies for the cakes baked and 

for running the catering once again and we should not forget Betsy, Liz and Terry our team of Raffle ticket sellers.  

Finally the cheesy bit, I would like to thank Margaret my wife who even though she does not come to SIB she has to 

put up with me spending hours on the PC preparing for the big day, it would not happen without her support and 

help.    

 

 2013 Meeting Dates 

6th January 3rd February 3rd March 7th April  5th May  2nd June 

7th July  1st September 6th October 3rd November SIB 2013 will be on Saturday 30th November 



Future Exhibitions 
 
There are a few shows coming up in January 2013 which you may be interested in. 

 
Chiltern Model Assoc. St Albans Show    Sat. 12th – Sun. 13th  

The Alban Arena, St Albans, Hertfordshire  Details:  www.cmra.org.uk 

 
London Model Engineering Show   Fri. 18th – Sun. 20th 

Alexandra Palace     Details:  www.londonmodelengineering.co.uk 
 

Brambleton Model Railway Club Exhibition   Sat. 19th  
Harpenden Public Halls, Harpenden   Details:  www.brambleton.co.uk 

 

It’s worth checking the Model Shops Web Site it lists all up and coming events for the next 12 months 

       Details:  www.ukmodelshops.co.uk 

Whipsnade Railway Visit 

Any member who would like to attend the above railway for a behind the scenes visit one Saturday in the Spring 

please talk to Pete Newman who will arrange the visit if there is enough interest. If you don’t get a chance to speak 

to Pete on Sunday you can email him via the BAGs web site using: boilertester@bag16mm.org.uk 

 

Chris 

-----------------------------------------------oOo---------------------------------------------------------- 

Almost The Chairman’s Ramblings 

The Chairman’s Ramblings– lucky number 7? 

So here we are again, and I’ve been delving in the darkest recesses on my PC and discovered that this will be the 

seventh “Ramblings” that I have inflicted on you poor people. But, you are in luck, as it is but a day or so from our 
editor’s deadline, and this is the first time that I have sat down to attempt this years literary masterpiece (sic), so I 

imagine it will be mercifully short! 

 
As always, I trust you all had a good Christmas and would like to wish you and yours, a Happy and Prosperous New 

Year. 
   

SIB2012 

I am sure that you all enjoyed our recent Steam in Beds exhibition. Although visitor numbers and takings were 
considerably down on the previous year, I think that those who did attend thoroughly enjoyed themselves, so overall 

it was still a good day. 
 

Chris informs me that we had 129 paying guests through the door, which is about 22% down on the previous year.  

We still had a surplus to top up club funds, which we definitely need as subscriptions do not cover the costs of the 
hall, but this surplus was over 40% down on last year. So financially SIB was not such a great success. 

 
Of course whatever the numbers say this event could not happen without the support of the membership and also the 

participation of the ladies in providing the catering services, so as ever, a big “thank you” to all of you for your 
contribution on the day.  Chris, as always, deserves special mention as the guy who does most of the organising – 

thank you Chris! 

 
Congratulations again to winners of the modelling competition, Jim Elliott, Chris Taverner and yes he did it again, 

Chris Pretty (Only cause I was the only entry ed.) -well done guys!  
 

2013 

Andrew Neal’s “Chalkwood” will be attending Northampton M R exhibition on Saturday 9th March, and I am sure there 
will be more “Trains for Marie Curie Cancer Care” on Martin Shrubsole’s garden line, The Somesay Island Railway – 

but as yet I do not have any dates. 
Keep your eye on our website for further information on garden meets and other exhibitions of interest. 

In the meantime carry on steaming, and I will doubtless see you soon 
 

Brian 

http://www.cmra.org.uk/
http://www.londonmodelengineering.co.uk/
http://www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/events/6644-Brambleton_Model_Railway_Club_Brambleton_Olympic_Exhibition
http://www.brambleton.co.uk/
http://www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
mailto:boilertester@bag16mm.org.uk

